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Public Chapter 203

SENATE BILL NO. 51

By Person, Cohen, Dixon, Ford, Leatherwood, Gilbert, Jordan, Carter, Atchley,
McNally, Elsea, Fowler, Crowe, Miller, Ramsey, Williams, Koella, Cooper, Haun,
Harper, Burks, Crutchfield, Davis, Graves, Haynes, Henry, Herron, Kurita, Kyle,

Rochelle, Springer, Womack,
Mr. Speaker Wilder

Substituted for:  House Bill No. 583

By John DeBerry, Chumney, Kent, Hargett, Haley, Hassell, Lois DeBerry, Scroggs,
Ulysses Jones, Larry Turner, Brooks, Pleasant, Towns, Maddox, Fitzhugh, White, Sands,
Bone, Hood, Caldwell, Langster, Cooper, Miller, Pruitt, Dunn, Walley, McDaniel, Boner,

Bittle, Goins, Beavers, Newton, McDonald

AN ACT To amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 66, Chapter 7, relative to the
termination of rental agreement by landlord or district attorney general.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 66, Chapter 7, Part 1, is
amended by adding the following section:

Section 66-7-1 ___.

(a)  An occupant’s tenancy may be terminated where the premises are
knowingly used or occupied in whole or in part to violate Tennessee Code
Annotated, Section 39-17-417, or where the premises or the area immediately
surrounding the premises are knowingly used or occupied in whole or in part to
violate Tennessee Code Annotated, Sections 39-13-513 or 39-13-515.

(b)  The district attorney general for the district in which the real property
is located may serve personally upon the owner or landlord of the premises so
used or occupied, or upon the owner’s or landlord’s agent, a written notice
requiring the owner or landlord to inform such district attorney general in writing
of the owner’s or landlord’s intent to diligently and in good faith seek the eviction
of the tenants or occupants so using or occupying the premises.  If the owner or
landlord or the owner’s or landlord’s agent does not so inform such district
attorney general in writing within five (5) days of receiving written notice or,
having so done, does not in good faith diligently prosecute such eviction, the
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district attorney general may bring a proceeding under this section in general
sessions court or circuit court for such eviction as though the district attorney
general was the owner or landlord of the premises, and such proceeding shall
have precedence over any similar proceeding thereafter brought by such owner
or landlord or to a proceeding previously brought by such owner or landlord  and
not prosecuted diligently and in good faith.  The person in possession of the
property and the owner or landlord shall be made respondents in such a
proceeding.

(c)  A court granting relief pursuant to this section may order, in addition
to any other costs provided by law, the payment by the respondent or
respondents of reasonable attorney fees and the prepaid costs of the proceeding
to the district attorney general.  In such cases, multiple respondents are jointly
and severally liable for any payment so ordered.  Any costs collected shall be
remitted to the office of the district attorney general, and any attorney fees
collected shall be remitted to the general fund of the county where the
proceeding occurred.

(d) A proceeding brought under this section for possession of the
premises does not preclude the owner or landlord from recovering monetary
damages from the tenants or occupants of such premises in a civil action.

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 1997, the public welfare requiring
it.


